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The Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) created the MMWEC Solar Aggregate in
2010 to enable Massachusetts municipal utilities and their customers to capture the benefits of the
Commonwealth’s solar development incentive, which is based upon the production and sale of Solar Renewable
Energy Certificates, or SRECs.
One SREC is created each time a solar project, or an aggregation of solar projects, generates 1,000 kilowatt
hours of electricity. SRECs produced by projects in the MMWEC Solar Aggregate are sold to entities, typically
investor-owned utilities, that have a Renewable Portfolio Standard requirement to either, 1) generate or
purchase a specific amount of solar energy, 2) purchase an equivalent amount of SRECs, or 3) make an
alternative compliance payment to the Commonwealth.
Revenue generated by the sale of MMWEC Solar Aggregate SRECs I and II is shared with the owners or
sponsors of projects in the Aggregate to help offset the costs of project development. Any solar project located
in a municipal utility community is eligible to join the MMWEC Solar Aggregate. MMWEC provides assistance in
meeting the qualification and registration requirements for projects seeking to sell SRECs. Once a project is
qualified and registered, it can join the Aggregate, which handles SREC transactions from start to payout for
participants.

MLP Solar Rebate Program Announced!
The MMWEC Solar Aggregate produced over 1,800 MWhs of solar energy in the fourth quarter
of 2018. Massachusetts municipal light departments continue to pursue the growth of sustainable and clean
energy across the Commonwealth. With the closure of SREC II the Aggregate remains at 162 solar projects with a
total generating capacity of almost 9,000 kilowatts in 13 municipal communities. Those communities are
Ashburnham, Groton, Holden, Ipswich, Littleton, Middleborough, Paxton,
Russell, Shrewsbury, South Hadley, Sterling, Templeton, and West
Boylston. The fourth quarter 2018 SRECs were minted on April 15, 2019,
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departments to Aggregate participants by the end of June. SREC I are
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Production - 1,835 MWhs
$300 for 2019.
The Municipal Electric Association of Massachusetts (MEAM), in
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Resources have formally implemented the municipal light plant solar
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municipality they live in, customers will be able to apply through MMWEC
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projects equal to 25 kilowatts (kW) or less. The program will begin
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accepting applications on May 20th. “MMWEC is pleased to have worked
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...continued from pg.1 with municipal utilities and the DOER in developing this program,” said Ronald C. DeCurzio.

“Through this program, participating MLPs are responding to increasing customer requests for incentives to go
green, while also supporting the state’s mission to reduce carbon emissions.” Participating MMWEC Members
include Ashburnham, Boylston, Chicopee, Groton, Holden, Ipswich, Mansfield, Marblehead, Paxton, Peabody,
Princeton, Shrewsbury, South Hadley, Sterling, Templeton, Wakefield and West Boylston.
Customers interested in applying for rebates can find the program
application form and more information on www.mmwec.org,
and can be submitted through March 30, 2020.

Rushmore Solar Display Saves Energy, Money
After years of planning, 975 solar panels have been installed on top
of the parking garage at Mount Rushmore. The nearly 1,000 panels
are now fully operational. The panels were installed as part of a
new initiative to increase sustainability efforts at the landmark.
The panels contribute to half of the power needed to operate both the Mount Rushmore restaurant and gift
shop. The structures are expected to generate 500,000 kilowatt hours annually, roughly the equivalent of
powering 35 average homes for an entire year.The new solar array is projected to save $40,000 on energy costs
annually and is just one part of the site’s efforts to become more environmentally conscious. Mount Rushmore
also switched to LED lights, added hybrid vehicles, and installed more efficient windows, earning a “Climate
Friendly Park” certificate. Other sustainable efforts are in development at the site including changes to the visitor
center and adding electric vehicle charging.
Source: https://www.kotatv.com/content/news/Solar-panels-reducecarbon-footprint-at-Mount-Rushmore-508921261.html

MassCEC Approves New Drone Shading Tool
The Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) and New York State
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) recently approved
a drone-based solar shading assessment process. The company, Scanifly,
a solar software program that utilizes drones and 3D modeling to conduct site surveying and design, is the first
drone-based software to be approved in the U.S. The agencies reviewed many solar projects designed using
Scanifly’s software of varying sizes before formally approving it. Scanifly’s tool significantly cuts down solar
surveying and design time by up to 90% since solar workers no longer need to climb onto the roofs of projects
until the construction phase. Surveyors fly a drone over a potential site to capture photos. Those images are then
uploaded to Scanifly’s software creating a to-scale, 3D model of the work site. Designers can use the model to
generate a solar access viewshed, creating an easier and safer means for solar project design and analysis.The
software allows surveyors and designers to analyze projects within inches of accuracy without relying on satellite
imagery. It also prevents designers from guessing the heights of trees and other obstructions. With the approval
from MassCEC and NYSERDA, Scanifly can now qualify for project incentives and financing.
Source: https://solarbuildermag.com/news/scaniflys-drone-based-solar-shading-tool-approved-by-nyserda-and-masscec/

Questions? Please contact MMWEC’s Energy Efficiency Program Manager, Brian Sewell at 413-308-1369 bsewell@mmwec.org.
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